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Healthy Start

Health Imperatives

December 9, 2009

In Attendance:  Trisha Godio, Mayor’s Office; Heather Arrighi, DA’s Office; Mark Frey, CCGB; Juliana Langille, CMCA; Maryellen Kirrane, Brockton High School

Hillside Village Workshops: The workshops were considered a success to those who attended.  They succeeded in helping families connect to Residential Counseling

· Because there was a poor turnout among the Hillside families, the workshops were open to families outside and from other residential housing
· Broader programs would require us to have a conversation about opening the workshops up to families outside of Hillside. 
· There may be problems among families from outside housing that the group does not know about and we must consider that in the planning process.
· Some housing may be more territorial than others.
· Funding: Healthy Start wants to consider other venues for the workshops to be sure they remain autonomous from Hillside Village.  Other considerations include the Boys and Girls Club and Neighborhood Health Center.  These locations offer more opportunities and greater population.
· The group will continue to support activities done at Hillside Village.  Though we plan on taking a break from programming in that location, Heather mentioned scheduling another meeting with the Director of Hillside about their Residence Counseling and offer them resources.  We can also help them recruit for programs that they wish to run.

Healthy Start Membership: Brockton’s Promise is trying to change their direction with all teams in terms of increasing team membership.  Healthy Start needs to find their place in making sure that kids stay in school.  This team has a natural fit in drop out prevention because many attendance issues in direct correlation with health.

· Who?  Members of other Residential Housing, such as Roosevelt Heights.  The team would like to gain the same support from other Housing that they do with Hillside.

· Align with the Mental Health Grant Advisory Committee from the Keith School.  That would naturally bring in school personnel.

· Family planning; Parents from the Parent Committee.  We can use a representative to bring our information to those meetings.

· The high school deals with a broad age range.  Aligning with one strategic priority would be difficult because we may loose age interests from parents and organizations.

· Our programs seem very specific and we need to acknowledge that some people do not want to come to a meeting that does not address their interests (ex. age)

· Conduct a needs analysis- some organizations may find they need the High School for their own resources.  The organizations can collaborate with the high school when they need to and then leave when their needs are not currently a priority.

· The high school is a way to entice more people to come

· Mental Health Grant: There are two aspects to the grant; mental health and drop outs (WSL List).    The goal of the grant is to strengthen health services, mental health, and community relationships.

· DFC:  There are a lot of resources that we can use through RFP, CMCA, BAMSI, CWIP

· CHNA:  Currently conducting a needs assessment.  There is a strong indication that asthma will be noticed.

· Healthy Homes/ Asthma Coalition, Lead Coalition:  regular members

· Obesity:  correlated with diabetes and other illness

Strategic Plan: Healthy Start needs to be sure that these resources fit with the strategic plan of Brockton’s Promise.  


· Mental Health Grant: Support something already in process rather than recreate the wheel.  Maryellen suggested that we ask the grant team to host at the BP January meeting. Invite broader audience.  Organizations can come and see how they fit with these initiatives.  Ask attendees what is in their RPF and see how we can help give them what they need to fulfill certain standards required in their RPF.  We can present our resources to them because sometimes they do not know what they need or what resources to ask for. 

***Concerns about last month’s meeting minutes:
The school department would like to acknowledge that some references made should be considered only hearsay and not fact.  Unfortunately, there was not a representative at the September meeting to confute things said about their maintenance and dealings with health issues in the school.  


It is important to the integrity of Brockton’s Promise to ensure that if there is not equal representation of parties being addressed in a meeting, all statements read by public, about or against, should be considered hearsay.

Meeting Adjourned: 10:12 am

Next Meeting: TBA
A Child a Champion,

A Champion Every Child
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