

Meeting Minutes
November 23, 2009
Members Present:  Laurie Silva, Jane Feroli, Kathy Kerwin, Patricia McGrath,  Judy Doherty, Susan Tower, Laura Milano, Heather Arrighi, Patricia Godio
The meeting was called to order by Laurie Silva at 12:38 PM
1. L. Silva welcomed participants with participants giving brief introductions.  There was a warm welcome to a new member Laura Milano from the BPS Special Education Office who gave a brief description of what her job entails.
2. Brockton’s Promise Steering Committee Update:  H. Arrighi discussed the 5 promises and handed out a flyer showing these promises & the goal of fulfilling all 5 promises. The outcomes focused on are:

· To lower the dropout rate 
· Increased graduation rates

· Increased post secondary plan for college admissions 
Intermediary outcomes have also been established for students to progress to the next grade level, achievement on the MCAS and improve attendance rates.  
3. Youth with Disabilities:  Safe Places in Out of School Time Activities- Update on current Initiatives
a. Arc-Ed:  Held at these 5 schools one day a week, (Angelo, Downey, East, Ashfield and South) and two days a week at Brockton High School (Integrated program). Programs are enrichment activities for the students with special needs and autism.  Enrollment is down due to lack of transportation.  Arc-Ed is looking into collaborating with another program called Boxer Buddies.  The Middle Schools Arc-Ed programs are taking trips to the Boys & Girls Club to do activities (East and South) and the Torch Club is working with these students. These opportunities are all integrated actitities.
b. Special Olympics:  Known as SOMA (Special Olympics of Massachusetts) is operational 1 day a week at the Angelo, Arnone, Downey, Brookfield, South Middle School, East Middle School, West Middle School and Brockton High School. They will be doing integrated sports (flag football, basketball, volleyball…ect).  
c. Workforce Investment Act-BHS and Lincoln School:  This program works with older youth (24 BHS youth with disabilities and 6 are from the Lincoln) in preparing for workforce development.  There is a paid internship that is offered in the summer.  This program is offered through a WIA contract. 
d. Non-Funding Notification-Joint Proposal with UMASS Boston:  A notice that no funding will be allocated was received.  UMASS is helping to seek other funding resources to provide the services outlined in the proposal.  
e. Coaching Pilot Project-Boys and Girls Club:  A portion of the ASOST grant was used to help support children with special needs in community based placements.  The pilot was very beneficial.  Unfortunately, funding levels decreased and the project was not able to be maintained.  
4. New Initiatives:  
a. Homework Assistance and Community Enrichment Centers at Branch Libraries:  L.S wants to visit to see the programs.  The age group is from K-grade 8 that will be using the facilities.  
b. The Mayor has announced he will release a formal RFP for local area agencies to apply for up to $10,000.00 for after school programming. More information to come.
c. ELL-questioned if there was a concern for youth/families accessing programs.
d. A meeting will be scheduled with the new Mayor to discuss Brockton’s Promise; The Mayor’s Task Force/Safe Places.

e. Provider survey-the concept of conducting a provider survey to gain a sense of the number of youth with disabilities and the number of ELL enrolled was discussed.  Part of the survey would solicit information on resource providers required for maintaining and supporting these youth.

5. Announcements:  Set date for next meeting.
6. Next meeting will be held in the small conference room at the Main Library on January 20, 2010 at 12:30 
The meeting was adjourned at 1:51 PM
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